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House, the party headquarters in Johannesburg, for vetting. As early as September 1992 the first shipment of ANC documents to arrive at Fort Hare were sent directly from the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College (SOMAFCO), an ANC school in Tanzania, and were initially housed in the University's Centre for Cultural Studies. However, in February 1995, after much debate within Fort Hare, the SOMAFCO collection was moved to the Howard Pim Library, which is an Africana collection within the larger library complex.
In October 1995 the first consignment of records from Shell House arrived at Fort Hare. With one archivist and limited space, the long and continuous process of cataloging then began. In March 1996 the ANC Archives was officially opened to the public by South Africa's Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. At this lavish event, which was attended by many prominent individuals connected with South Africa's liberation movements and a number of well-known historians within the country, several speakers stressed the need to use the archives to rewrite South Africa's history, which has been so distorted by generations of writers who supported the racist colonial and apartheid states.
While the ANC Archives at Fort Hare is one of the newest and fastest growing archival collections in southern Africa, it has not been visited by many researchers. Consequently, the aim of this brief paper is to make the wider academic community, particularly those based outside South Africa but interested in this subject, aware of this archives and its contents.
II
As already stated, most of the archives consists of records from ANC offices in exile, of which 12 have been received so far. In addition, the archives has embarked on the collection of non-official records such as the private papers of individual ANC activists, exiles, and leaders. Besides conventional documents such as reports, minutes, correspondence, memoranda, and diaries, the archives also contains a substantial number of video and audio tapes, films, slides, banners, posters, and other graphic and artistic material. The rest of this paper will look briefly at the contents of each section of the archives and highlight some particularly interesting files. While most documents within the archives are kept in boxes measuring roughly one and a half cubic feet each, several large collections are kept in many smaller folders, of which three can fit into the standard box. In order to illustrate the size of the archives, the number of boxes/folders of docu-ments/periodicals contained within each section is indicated after each title.
( Because the ANC could operate openly in Namibia only following that country's independence, the documents of this section begin in 1989. Therefore, the usual files on policy, the Women's League, the Youth League and speeches mainly cover the early 1990s. There are also a number of UNESCO and Namibian periodicals. guably the richest single collection in the ANC archives. Covering the entire period of its existence (1978-92), these documents relate to the school's day-to-day operation including administrative, educational, political, and social activities. The files include central administration, project management, manpower and development, catering, transport, various youth committees, zonal political committee, library department, nursery school, adult education, primary school, day care center, pioneers, computer department, arts and culture, and the boarding section. There is also some information on the ANC centre at Dakawa, which was near SOMAFCO. Furthermore, the SOMAFCO section contains a very large quantity of teaching aids, such as maps, videos, photographs, and slides, as well as students' and workers' magazines.
III
With reference to original documents, the type used as primary sources by historians, the archives is generally strongest on ANC exile activities in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Although the ANC went into exile in 1960, the various mission records contain very little on the 1960s, and not much on the 1970s. The Oliver Tambo Papers is the only section which preserves a significant amount of primary documents from this early period of exile. There are many reasons for this. It must be remembered that it took the ANC years to establish its network of international missions. Many of the ANC offices whose records are available at Fort Hare were not officially opened until the 1980s. Given the necessarily clandestine nature of some of the ANC's activities as a revolutionary organization, conventional correspondence and records may have sometimes represented a security risk. Although it is impossible to assess how much material was removed during the vetting process at Shell House, this is somewhat understandable considering the ANC's delicate position as South Africa's first post-apartheid government and that many of the documents are very recent. In a South African government archives, which the ANC archives is not, special permission would have to be sought by researchers wanting to look at most documents less than twenty years' old. Perhaps in a few years the ANC will release documents which have not been made available as part of its archival collections.
A significant percentage of the material in the archives are secondary sources, periodicals, and publications that are available at other libraries around the world. However, researchers will cer-tainly find it extremely convenient to have so much periodical literature on the ANC and South Africa's liberation struggle accessible at one location. Also, the periodicals tend to cover a much wider time frame than the original documents, with many dating back to the 1960s. Furthermore, the archives is full of valuable non-documentary sources such as photographs, taped interviews, and ANC memorabilia. In fact the archives could easily open a museum exhibition on the ANC's exile experience. While it is unlikely that the archives will meet the lofty goal of stimulating the complete revision of South African history which was touted during the official opening of March 1996, it could undoubtedly serve as the basis of many studies on neglected topics such as the operation of the ANC in exile and its transition from a banned liberation movement to a mainstream political party.
When examining the ANC archives, it is important to realize that the collection process is continuous and that not all the ANC mission records have been received by Fort Hare. Documents from the ANC offices in Canada, Cuba, Kenya, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Russia, Sweden, Uganda, the United Kingdom, the United Nations Observer Mission, and Zambia are still expected sometime in the not too distant future. Some of these are currently being edited by the ANC at its Shell House Headquarters in Johannesburg and may be at Fort Hare before this paper is published. Perhaps they will shed greater light on ANC activities in the 1960s and 1970s. It is likely that the papers from Lusaka, the ANC's headquarters in exile, will constitute one of the most important sections of the archives.
The ANC is the first of several South African liberation movements to open its archives at Fort Hare. The records of the PAC, mostly originating from its offices in exile, were deposited in the university's Centre for Cultural Studies in late 1995 but have not yet been opened to the public. Additionally, the Unity Movement of South Africa (UMSA) and the Azanian Peoples Organization/Black Consciousness Movement (AZAPO/BCM) have promised to send their respective archival collections to Fort Hare, although they have not yet arrived.4 Once all these archives have been organized and opened, Fort Hare, once a center of resistance against white supremacy, will become a focal point for anyone interested in the history of protest against apartheid.
